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composers’ note

Several old Ecology textbooks divide the terrestrial environments in five big categories: silva,
saltus, ager, tundra and desertus. As a matter of fact, this classification doesn't seem to have a
strong scientific significance; but still, it sounds somehow convincing. Perhaps it owes its
appeal to the fact that these words, or their translations in our language (forest, grassland, field,
tundra and desert) sound old as time and act as archetypes: they evoke not only the image of a
landscape but also a world of memories and stories, where fear and desire, hunger and fullness
intertwine to form something more bright, and at the same time more distant and dreamy than
the reality we think we live in.

To this world of associations, more than to the environments themselves, I tried to hint in the
five pieces of this Biome Suite. The first piece, Silva, follows the mind strolling dizzily through
a forest that looks more like the one in Bambi than a real forest: the imaginary visitor hops on
the occasional tree trunk, bends down to watch a beetle wiping his antennae, loses their balance,
indulges in a reverie and resumes their walk only to find they have been going in circles. While
writing Saltus 1 was thinking about the tiring climb of the animals towards the pasture, which
in my region is usually uphill, with the possibility of some echos of military manoeuvres from
a distance, and with Ager I tried to reflect on the domestication of nature through the fatiguing,
regular toil of cultivation.

With Tundra 1 tried to delve into the archetype of an inhospitable environment, dominated by
the cold, where a tense silence is irregularly broken by icy wind gusts, calls of dangerous
animals, and the menacing sound of trees crashing into the ground. In the last piece, on the
contrary, I endeavoured to imagine a populated Desertus: with the percussive obstinatus and
the rising and falling of the melodic lines I tried to hint to the profile of dunes but also to the
steps and voices of something or someone approaching and then moving away - different
people, caravans or animals slowly walking through the desert and crossing each other paths.



