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In ethology, the branch of zoology that studies the behaviour of animals, an «ethogram» is a
catalogue of the behaviours that are typical of a certain animal species. Beside listing all
observed behaviours, an ethogram usually classifies them into different categories: aggressive
behaviours, social behaviours, foraging behaviours etc. Ethograms are employed as a field
observation tool, allowing different researchers to classify and report observed actions in an
objective and comparable way.

This piece is based on the assumption that an instrument, together with its player, can be
conceived as an animal exhibiting different behaviours. An ethogram can thus become a
powerful compositional tool, provided its functioning is reversed: not as an instrument to
classify observations, but as a pool of behaviours from which the instrumentalist can draw the
different actions or gestures that it will exhibit on stage.

In order to explore this possibility in this piece, I took as a starting point a well-studied species
(the cat), made a list of possible animal behaviours and tried to associate them to instrumental
gestures. I then catalogued them into «behaviouraly categories, represented as dotted boxes in
the score; each box contains one or more gestures that can be alternated. At this point a general
form was needed: how would the transition between one behavioural category and another
work?

I wanted to leave the general form of the piece to the performer, but also to give them some
indications about possibile ethologically meaningful transitions between behaviours. I
connected the different boxes with arrows that allow different possibilities, but not all of them,
in the transition between one box and another. Thus, for instance, an «explorative» behaviour
can lead to a hunting behaviour or to socialization with another animal, but it's not possibile to
directly transform an aggressive behaviour into a friendly one — a transition through several
other steps is needed.

This piece is for a solo instrument, and it requires its performer and its listeners to «imagine»
the environment or habitat this animal-instrument interacts with. However, it's intended also as
a study for future ensemble pieces in which the single performers use ethograms to interact with
each other, with their habitat and to react to possible disturbances from outside. In my hope,
Ethogram will be the first, somehow light and playful step towards a new way of composing
and investigating sound ecosystems through the use of conventional musical instruments.



